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New Orleans: the Birthplace of Jazz

New Orleans jazz, often referred to as the birthplace of jazz itself, is a genre that embodies the
vivacious spirit and cultural mosaic of the city. Emerging in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, this musical style is a product of the diverse influences that converged in New
Orleans – including African rhythms, European harmonies, and Caribbean traditions. The
distinctiveness of New Orleans jazz lies in its improvisational nature, syncopated rhythms, and
the communal experience it fosters. Musicians in New Orleans would often gather in lively
neighborhoods and open-air venues, engaging in spontaneous collaborations and jam sessions
that gave birth to the genre's signature sound.

At the heart of New Orleans jazz is the concept of collective improvisation. Musicians
seamlessly interact and build upon each other's melodies, creating a rich tapestry of sound
that's ever-evolving. The unique role of each instrument – from the trumpet and clarinet to the
trombone and piano – contributes to a dynamic interplay that mirrors the city's vibrant streets.
The improvisational nature of New Orleans jazz extends to its audiences as well, who are
encouraged to respond energetically to the music through clapping, dancing, and vocalizations.
This participatory aspect blurs the line between performer and listener, transforming the jazz
performance into a shared experience of joy, spontaneity, and cultural connection. New Orleans
jazz is not just a genre; it's a living testament to the city's soul, celebrating the resilient spirit of
its people and the power of music to unite and uplift.

This series begins in Armstrong Park at Congo Square, where the enslaved and free people of
color gathered throughout the 19th century to share the rhythms that ultimately evolved into jazz
music. This is followed by images of famous New Orleans musicians, taken mainly at the North
Sea Jazz Festival. The most recent images in the series were taken at the 2023 Satchmo Music
Festival, and elsewere in New Orleans in August of 2023.  



Second Line Statue in Amstrong Park



Statues of Chief Montana and Louis Armstong in
Armstrong Park



Street Music





Dr. John



Donald Harrison Jr. 



Jon Batiste and the Stay Human Band



Jon Cleary



Brandford Marsalis



Kermit Ruffins at Kermit's Tremé Mother-in-Law Lounge



Kermit Ruffins at Kermit's Tremé Mother-in-Law Lounge



Irvin Mayfield at Kermit's Tremé Mother-in-Law Lounge



Irvin Mayfield, Kermit Ruffins and Corey Henry



Kermit Ruffins and the Barbecue Swingers 



Chamaine Neville



Delfeayo Marsalis & the Uptown Jazz Orchestra



Corey Henry & Delfeayo Marsalis 



Nayo Jones



Kid Merv



Doyle Cooper Trio 



Yoshitaka ‘Z2’ Tsuji



TBC Brass Band



TBC Brass Band with Hasizzle



Sporty Brass Band



Sporty Brass Band



Rebirth Brass Band



Rebirth Brass Band



Preservation Brass Band



Kevin Louis



Linda Aubert



John Boutté



John Boutté



John Boutté and Kermit Ruffins



Treme Brass Band and Jesse McBride



Hasizzle and Corey Henry



Shotgun Jazz Band



Second Line Brass Band



Jazz in the French Quarter



Creole Cruise Band



Satchmo Festival Jazz Fans



Jazz Fan and a Window in Treme 



Jazz Fans 
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