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THE BIRD PEOPLE



 In mid-November 2019, Bill Kerfoot invited me to go for a photo walk at the Conowingo Dam and the

Susquehanna State Park, located near the town of Conowingo, Maryland.  Bill had heard that there

might be a few Bald Eagles flying about there, and we were hoping to hike through the park and enjoy

the last days of fall on a crisp weekend morning. When we pulled into the Conowingo Dam's parking

lot, we saw hundreds of vehicles parked there. A photographer, struggling under the weight of his

gear, passed by Bill’s truck. I asked him if there were any Bald Eagles to photograph.   He pointed

down the road and said: “just join the crowds”.   

 

For a few weeks each November, hundreds of Bald Eagles make the Conowingo Dam their home, as

they feed on the fresh fish which are sucked through the giant turbines of the Dam. Likewise,

hundreds of bird photographers make the pilgrimage from all over the world to the Conowingo Dam to

feast their eyes, and to train their lenses, on this majestic bird.  

 

This series combines a few nature photographs taken at the Susquehanna State Park with  portraits

of the bird photographers. The bird photographers, or bird people, are a serious lot.  They stand for

hours on end to wait for that one special shot of the Bald Eagle. Many come each day to the Dam from

sunrise to sunset. They dress themselves and their long lenses in camouflage gear, and when they

speak, it’s in soft whispered tones out of respect for their flying friends. They carry with them a

fortune in equipment, including the latest DSLRs and long-lenses that require special cases to roll to

the shoots.  My sincere thanks to Bill, both for discovering this special spot and for contributing the

last five photographs of bird photographers included in this series.
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